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VAAE INTERNATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY

I

Brian Lloyd (S552-ENG) wins Men 55 race, followed by
Peter Murphy (IRE).

Niamh O'Sullivan (4023-IRE) leads Margaret Deasy
(4001-ENG) and Sue Ridley (3532-SCOT) the first three in
the Women's race.

Men's 40 Race winner Guy Amos (ENG), ahead of Andy
Wilton also of England

Andrea Dennison (4002-ENG), Carniel Parnell (IRE),
Sharon Coyne (Eng), and Women's 50 winner Karen
Marshall (N/IRE)

Four of many excellent pictures of the event by
DAVID MOSER PHOTOGRAPHY

^ww.davidmoser.co.uk email: info@davidmoserm hl nr

phone: 020 8669 3434 Mobile: 07876 735 450 : ^
If you ran David has you on camera.



reTE MULHQLLAND OF

^STERS ATHLET
MONTHY WRITES:

Ihis popular Surrey course proved
even more testing than normal with
constant rain making for muddy and

treacherous conditions in an event that

many masters consider to be the highlight
of the cross-country season.
The M40-54 race had to contend with the

mud churned up by the previous two races
before Guy Ames's grandstand finish
which saw Clive Bromhall, Nigel Gales
and Andy Wilton chase him all the way
along the finishing straight as only four
seconds covered all four.

V.A.A. of ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY, LLOYD PARK, CROYDON
20'" NOVEMBER

The M55-69 race provided a close tussle

^^STERS ATHLETICS between Brian Lloyd and Peter Murphy.
^  ̂ With a third of the race completed a group

led by Lloyd had broken clear. In close
order behind were Murphy, MartinThis popular Surrey course proved McEvilly and Terry Eakin.

even more testing than normal with Following were defending M55 champion,
constant rain making for muddv and Charlie Dickinson with Mark McNally and

Jimmy Bell alongside.

The next mile saw Murphy setting the pace,
unable to shake off Lloyd as these two
went 50 metres clear of Eakin and

McEvilly who were pulling away from Bell
and Dickinson.

Down the field Martin Ford and Dave

Waywell were battling for the M60 title as
rivals Pete Cartwright, Peter Giles and
Bobby Young chased in close order.
Steve James led early leader Fred Gibbs in
defence of his M65 title and looked to bef - • ■ • ^ going well clear.

Andy Wetherill and Dai Roberts. Lloyd proved the stronger for a four-second
half way Bromhall still edged Amos victory over Murphy with Eakin a further

100 metres in third.

The strong finishing Bell took fourth as he
pulled away from McEvilly while
Dickinson, who collapsed on finishing,
placed sixth but good enough for team gold
with Lloyd and Bell seeing the English
team victorious.

Meanwhile Ford just got the measure of
Waywell for M60 honours, both well clear
of Cartwright who held off Giles to take
third.

James was untroubled in taking the M65
category as Gibbs placed second 110
metres behind with Walter Ryder placing
third to give England a clean sweep.
Earlier in the day it was the women's race
that was first away just as the biting chill«i!s, a tive times wii.net m t,„s event beginning to make its effect, and

ered his first loss m a Masters cross- O'Sullivan gave Ireland the
individual winner for the sixth consecutive
year.

Bromhall led the early rush ahead of Amos,
^ul O'Callaghan, Wilton, Gates, leading

^5 Andy Wetherill and Dai Roberts,
half way Bromhall still edged Amos

with Wilton in third with Gates a

comfortable fourth giving rise to thoughts
of second consecutive M50 overall winner
to follow in the steps of Martin Rees. .
These four had by now opened up a gap of
20 seconds on a group of runners led by
Brian Gardner, now first M45, tracked by
Jim McMahon, Peter Smith and second
M45, Jon Cordingley. Following them
were Keith Newton, M50 Mike Hager,
Tom O'Connor, Pat Nugent, O'Callaghan
and Mike Boyle.
The leading quartet went on their way until
with around one km left, Amos upped the
pace before swooping into the final metres
of the downhill finish with Bromhall, Gates
and Wilton chasing in vain.
Gatp.s a five times winner in this event

_,.^ered his first loss in a Masters' cross
country race since turning 40, and said
later, "I thought I might catch him and kept

consecutive Tnternational' v

an open mind about it until the finish line."
With Newton's eighth place making him
fifth M40, it was almost a clean sweep for
the English team with Amos, Bromhall and
Wilton securing a 1-2-3.
Finishing fifth overall, Gardner took the
M45 title for Scotland with Cordingley,
second, leading England home to victory as
Steve Smith, Paul Merrison and Alex Rowe
took the next three places for the home
country.

It was only the talent of Gates that stopped
Hager taking his sixth title for the event but
with Rick Hailey third and South of
England Champion Stan Owen fourth the
team had the lowest score possible.

For the past five years Anne Keenan-
Buckley had proved a dominant winner but
in O'Sullivan a ready replacement has been
found.

It was the W40s who set the pace as
O'Sullivan led the first mile tracked by
Sonia Armitage as a group led by the W35
Margaret Deasy with Sharon Coyne
chased.

At two miles Sullivan still led but with only
Deasy for company, the pair now 20
seconds clear of a long line of pursuers led
by Sue Ridley. Close by was Clare Pauzers.
Then came BMAF 10-miie champion.
Andrea Dennison. Sharon Coyne and.
seemingly heading for an amazing seventh

ictory, W50
Karen Marshall, just ahead of Nicki Nealon
and Kay Byrne. Leading W45 was Carmel
Parnell.

O'Sullivan proved the stronger as she went
clear half way round the second lap to cross
the finish line 100 metres ahead of Deasy.
Meanwhile both Ridley and Pauzers had
closed down on Deasy before finishing
third and fourth respectively.
Then came Dennison, who together with
W40 team mates Deasy and Pauzers,
ensured team victory for England.
Close behind Dennison was Pamell with a

conclusive W45 victory - 41 seconds clear
of second place Yvonne Crawley - and
together with O'Sullivan presented Ireland
with two individual wins.

Marshall, in eighth place was even more
dominant in taking the W50 title as she
finished 1 ;23 clear of former

Commonwealth 3000m bronze medallist

Ann Ford, with Christine Kilkenny

crossing the line just three metres later as
third W50.

In placing third, Ridley, a member of the
Scottish Mountain Running team took the
W35 title.

Winner of the W55 category was Sue

Carriss leading home such strong
opposition as teammates Carol
Wolstenholme and the 2001 winner of this

event, Ann Roden.

Elaine Statham, a W55 winner in 2000, put
aside the trials and tribulation of being the
Women's team manager for England to
taste success as the first W60 home when

finishing over a minute clear of Ireland's
Pam Benson. In third place was Sue
Lambert, making her debut in the event just
two weeks after her W60 win in the New

York Marathon.

Competing with the women were the M70
men with defending champion Brian
Ashwell always in command to lead home
the Scottish duo of Bert McFall and Walter

McCaskey who almost presented their team
with victory as England held sway by 11
points to 12.

DUFF SHORTS on the

Masters International

By Martin Duff of Athletics Weekly

GUY AMOS

Guy Amos has had a difficult baptism into
the veteran Ranks, but at Lloyd Park
proved that when the chips are down he can
mix it with the best. The 41-year-old has




