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The World comes to Gateshead
The 13th WAVA Track &

Field Championships were,
in general terms, writes

Alastair Aitken, a great success.
The ten days of competition at
Gateshead, Monkton and Chester
Le Street, took place in glorious
sunshine for all but the last two

days.

Rosemary Chrimes who, as
Rosemary Payne, won the 1970•monwealth discus gold, con-

d to dumbfound us with yet
another world record in the W65

discus. She commented that the

mammoth task of organising this
meeting which is bursting at the
seams, must be so difficult. Like
coach and field events competitor
Bill Gentleman, she feels that

standards may eventually have to
be brought in to contain the situa
tion.

Ruth Anderson (USA), one of

14 athletes who have competed in
every WAVA championship since
their inception in 1975 said; "I
consider these (the 1999) champi
onships among the best but, com
pared to to earlier championships
when runners competed in more
events, you now have to specialise
as the standard of veteran compe
tition is so high".

(|Pi;nister of Sport, Kate Hoey
commented: "Just savour the
atmosphere for five minutes and
you understand how much people
are getting out of this. The whole
thing is so serious, as well as so
enjoyable. I am thoroughly enjoy
ing it".

Who would have thought that a
"gender" query about a competi
tor would have made her the
"star" of the games and give vet
eran athletics a worldwide can
vas? Kath Jager. a mother of two
and grandmother of four from
Arizona, did not start competing
until she was 50 but at 57 she sud
denly found herself plastered over
newspapers and making appear
ances on television.

Tests proved that she was a
woman but the world wide public
ity brought photographers fJock-
jj^to the stadium when she com-
^^d. She duly obliged by setting
world W55 records for the 100m

and 200m. "I could not have asked

for a better PR job." she said.
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Dave Wllcock: "The noise of the
crowd was so loud, I couldn't tell
If anybody was close to me and 1
just kept pushing.'!^^^, ̂ "
Photograph: Jeremy Hemming-^Tj;

"The support and encouragement
I have received was phenomenal.
Evei-yone realised what a negative
thing this protest was.

"There has been a high level of
sportsmanship and it has been an
unforgettable Games".

Tom Petranoff, who was second
in the USA javelin championships
this year with a throw of 75.21m,
was the highest profile athlete on
view. That effort had placed him
on the short list for the World

championships in Seville and, had
he had cho.sen lo motivate himself
to achieve 82in he could have

competed in Seville but he chose
to try for the Olympics instead. At
Gateshead. Petranof thrilled the
crowd with three efforts over

70metres, with a best of 73.72m.

On veteran athletics he com

mented: "I am enjoying this but
next year I will take it seriously
for the Olympics. The sport has
done a lot for me and I want to put
something back. The people who
were my fan base are tlie ones
sitting here now. Veteran
Athletics is about having fun,
friendship, camaradarie and hav
ing a beer together. 1 like the
social side but these people take
their athletics seriously, too."

Another past world class athlete

is Debbie Brill, the originator of
the "Brill Bend" and twice winner

of Commonwealth golds. She won
the W45 high jump with a world
age record of 1.76m -improving
her own 1998 record of 1.45m.

It was a surprise to see Edwin
Roberts, formerly of Trinidad,
running for USA in the M55 200m
where he gained a bronze behind
British stalwart John Henson. I

saw Roberts finish third in the

Olympic 200m in 1964.

In the M45 100m we saw the

unusual spectacle of Steve Peters
finishing second. For that to hap
pen, even though the 100m is
probably the weakest of Peters'
events, it would have to be by
somebody special. The somebody
special was Bill Collins who was
in the USA team which set a world

4 X 100m record of 38.03 in 1977

and who ran a wind assisted 10.11

that year.

Collins later dropped out of the
200m with cramp but it is doubtful
if he would have beaten the high
ly motivated Peters who ran a
world best of 22.1 and then went

on to take the 400m in 50.60.

Amazingly, there were seven
British athletes in that highly
charged final. Spare a thought for

those home runners who made it

through to the World Final but
were left out of the 4 x 400m team

that eventually won so easily.

In the M40 400m. the flying
Dutchman K.Van Pelt was a good
winner in 49.68, inside the

European record. Six other final
ists were from the UK.

In the women's 400m it was

interesting to see the Australians
take the first two places in the
W55 event through Anne Straubus
(65.26) and Peggy Macliver
(65.52). They were also the first
two in the 800m but in reverse

order. Their team mate Kaye
Smythe (65.82) was second to
Britain's Yvonne Priestman in the

W50 400m.

Britain's Viv Bonner was chal

lenged by ex-international
Maureen Lewington (nee Tranter)
in the sprints which must have
contributed to Bonnet's W50

European 200m record of 26.52 -
well inside the listed mark of 27.8.

What a race it would have been if

world record holder Phil Raschker

had been able to travel but she was

sidelined due to injury.

The one man who. probably,
caught the eye more than any other
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