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Gates close for Brighton

NATIONAL ROAD RELAYS

RAFFIC free 15a4s.  brilliant
organlsatlon by the MVAC
supported by Birmingham City
COUHCII and with 239 clubs
entered, the 15t Nationg open road
relay championships in gtton Park,

Birmingham, N 18 May \vere another
great SUCCESS:
Helen Burrel, Redhil R led the
..A s home On the first leg in 17.10
followed By ANN Nixon, Forest of Dean
(17.54) and Ann
Ford

also

Redhill (18.00) setting her
W45 team off to a gold medal.
Two west-country clubs
took top awards. Bristol AC won
the W3E&-44 age group in 53.43
from a very strong Bideford AAC
team in 55.21 with Redhill taking the
bronze. 28 teams closed in.
The W45-54 medals went to
Redhill, City of Bath AC and
Wrexham AAC. Five teams
contested the W55 race with
Wymondham AC coming home
three minutes  clear  of
Shaftesbury Barnet Harriers and
Barnet & Distict. AC. The 6-stage
M50-59 went to Stockport Harriers

in 1.42.10, 14 seconds to spare over
Oxford  City AC and RonHil
Cambuslang for whom Archie Jenkins
ran the fastest stage in 16.13 from John
Kerr, Steel City Striders (16.15). 43
teams finished.

Alan Burton, Harry Clayton and

Chris Elson gave Bristol their second
trophy of the day finishing in 54.14sec

Victorious: Stockport Harriers & AC M50 (left to right) John Sweeney, Frank
Reilly, Hassain Yousefiah, John Wharf, Len Best and Robert Taylor

well clear of Bingley Harriers (55.20) in
the MB0-69 race. Hallamshire Harriers
were third in 55.58sec. The Barnet &
District thrio were untroubled in the M70
race from Clayton-le-Moors and
Wrexham AAC.

The M40-49 race in the afternoon
had the road to themselves, but with 68
team starting out on the 8 stages, they
needed it.

Familiar faces from the AAA relay
held in the same venue weeks earlier is
proof, should we need it, of how
dependant clubs are on their veteran
members.

With the lead chopping and
changing right up to the final stage, it
was left to Nigel Gates to blaze around
in 14.59 to take Brighton & Hove home
worthy winners. The fastest legs how-
ever went to Alan Jackson gaining 14
seconds for Kidderminster & Stourport
in 1451 and Tom O'Connor of
Woodford Green (14.54).

See page 8 for event reports






