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MASTERS ATHLETICS FIXTURES

2013
13" JAN NVAC Monthly Run Smithills,Bolton XC 5&10k start 11am.
19™ JAN VAC XC Championships Wimbledon 2-30pm.
27" JAN SVHC Road Relays Strathclyde Park,Motherwell 17-00am.
17" FEB =] ' Lytchett Manor, Nr Poole Enter via the Lytchett Manor Striders web site.
24" FEB BMAF Indoor Pentathlon Lee Valley

& South of England

(unofficial) Indoor Champs
3 MAR NVAC XC Championship Victoria Park,Warrington 11am Start.
9/10™ MAR BMAF INDOOR LONDON LEE VALLEY

CHAMP S SPORTS CENTRE

IONSHIP

Lydd The Banks Sports & Social Club,Dennes Lane,Lydd Romney
Marsh Kent,TN29 7HG. 10-00am start.
Herrington Country Park, Page 32 for details.
T ~______| Sunderland.
St Anne’s 11am.
: A Indoor San Sebastian, ESP Outdoor Field events, XC & Road Runs and Walks.
( Auttmm,hl;»,
Indoor Inter Area Match Lee Valley Sports Centre
10™ APL NVAC Track & Field League Cleckheaton 7pm.
6" MAY NVAC Monthly Run Crossford Bridge,Sale 11am.
16™ MAY NVAC Track & Field League Herringthorpe 7pm.
18" MAY OAD Sutton Park See page 31 for details.
24-26" MAY Upice,CZE
26" MAY NVAC T&F Championships Leigh Sports Village
JUNE VI Details will follow when known.
12" JUN NVAC Track & Field League Sportcity ,Manchester 7pm this date awaits confirmation.
7" JUL NVAC Monthly Run Radcliffe 10k Paths 11am.
10" JUL NVAC Track & Field League Cleckheaton 7pm.
‘ ] P y Oxford With 10k Walks, ands Women's 10k
Allianz Park,Copthall TBC
Stadium
Oxford With Men’s 10k Track.
NVAC Track & Field League | Leigh
11" AUG NVAC 10k Road Bispham,Blackpool 11am.
Championship
18" AUG o s B | Pollok Country Park, 11.00 am start. The race headquarters, registration etc will be
Glasgow at Cartha Rugby Club, 92 Dumbreck Road, Glasgow G41

4SN.The race will be for Masters only with most of the course
on roads within Pollok Country Park.

31% AUG

Janské Laznée.CZE

14/15™ SEP T d | Alexander Stadium, TBC.
‘ § Birmingham
29" SEP i Edgworth
13" OCT IPWMA00K Championships'| Jeju, KOR

NVAC 10k Track Leigh

Porto Alegre,BRA

16-27" OCT

27" OCT [f TH A Newcastle Townmoor
Marathon

2014

25-30" MAR Budapest, HUN

15-24" AUG Izmir, TUR
2015

24" FEB-1° Torun (POL)
MAR

5-16" AUG Lyon, FRA
(TBC)

2016

26" OCT-6 Perth (AUS)
NOV

2017

AUG Arhus (DEN)

Edinburgh Marathon and Half Marathon -

As the marathon and half marathon places sell out fast, check if
you qualify for one of the exclusive entries:

- Guaranteed entries for full and half, see website
- 2:40/1:12 Male and 3:00/1:23 female - REE |
- Sub 2:28/1:07 male and sub 2:48/1:16 female

Ist, 2nd. 3rd prizes for VET 35, 40, 45, 50, 55 and 60 |BEENZE |8

Lobel
Visit www.edinburgh marathon.com/?topclub for details

2
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ERS ATHLETICS

Items for inclusion in the “Spring
Edition” to reach the editor by the
16" March 2013.

JOIN THE 300 PLUS CLUB

SHOULD YOU WISH TO JOIN PLEASE SEND
YOUR DETAILS WITH YOUR CHEQUE FOR
£ 12, DIRECT TO: DANNY HERMAN,
“Bow Housg”, 3, Bow GREEN ROAD,
ALTRINCHAM, WA 14 3LY
AUGUST 2012:
£ 125-C.D.Joss;
£10-John Collins, John McNally,
Annemarie Richards, Richard Turner, Nigel Wray
(Donated to BMAF).
SEPTEMBER 2012;
£ 125-Jenny Denyer.
£10-John Cuyrtin, Ron Hopcroft (Donated to
BMAF), Peter Morgan, Anthony Parkinson, Len
Parrott.
OCTOBER 2012;
£ 125-Nigel Wray (Donated to BMAF).
£10-Tony Bowman, Ted Cooper,Mel James,
Beryl Sampson,Peggy Taylor.
NOVEMBER 2012;
£ 125-Ursula Duckworth.
£10-Ted Cooper,Carole Filer, lan Jolliffe,
Anita Neil,Maureen Singleton.

OUR THANKS GO TO: Nigel Wray & Ron Hopcroft
for their kind donation.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY
NEW YEAR.

PAGE 2» Fixtures.
PAGE 3 » News.
PAGE 4P Reports.
PAGE 12» Letters.

PAGE 17» Addresses.

PAGE 18»BMAF ROAD
CHAMPIONSHIPS.

PAGE 22p» BRITISH & IRISH XC
INTERNATIONAL.

PAGE 27» BMAF XC RELAYS.

THE PICTURES USED IN THIS ISSUE
ARE BY

JEREMY HEMMING
hemming@dircon.co.uk

TOM PHILLIPS
www.tomphillipsphotos.co.uk

We have received the news that Ton Peters

Passed away on the 1% October aged 70.

He had made a name as a statistician not

o

only within the Dutch Athletic Federation but ,’
he

also within EVAA. In collaboration with others‘,I
has made a major contribution to the production of
European rankings for Masters, such as the top 10
ranking all time and European records. As a

statistician and Advisor, he performed his work with

great accuracy and enthusiasm.

UKA has announced the appointment of renowned
sports psychiatrist Dr Steve Peters to the UKA
Performance team.

Peters, who has spent the last decade working as an
integral member of the successful British Cycling team,
is the first significant appointment under the leadership
of UKA’s Performance Director Neil Black.

Dr Peters will work closely with Black on driving
forward the winning culture of the sport, as well as
focusing on selected athletes. He will also lead a tez_am
of handpicked sports psychologists who will work with
all athletes on the World Class Performance
Programme.

Commenting on his appointment Dr Peters, well known
to all members of BMAF, as a National, European and
World Champion over the100-400 metres range
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He said he was very excited to be joining the British
athletics team and he was looking forward to working
with the coaches and athletes on the road to Rio.

He added it was a fantastic time to be involved in
athletics and Neil Black was a great appointment as
Performance Director.

PS: Steve has also been appointed by LIVERPOOL
F.C. To work with their playing staff one day per
week.

Peter Eriksson will replace Charles van Commenee as
UK Athletics head coach.

Eriksson, 59, was the UK Paralympics head coach
who helped steer the team to 120 medals at the
London Games.

In finishing third in the overall medal table, Britain's
medal tally was 17 more than the target which had
been set by funding body UK Sport.

Van Commenee, who was in his role for three years,
stands down after Team GB fell two short of his own
target of eight athletics medals.

UK Athletics managed six medals at London 2012 with
four gold medals and took fourth place in the track and
field medals table, their best since 1964.

Eriksson, who was born in Sweden, takes over the role
officially when Van Commenee's contract expires in
December.

"It is a great privilege to be asked to take on this role,"
Eriksson said.

"I will continue with the methods and approach that
has proved so successful in the Paralympics arena."

ANGELA COPSON was European choice for the
World best Masters female award for this year. She
set World Records in the W65 age group, at 1500
,5000 and 10000 metres. In addition to several
World Road bests including the Marathon.

The IAAF awards decided by W.M.A went to Bob
Lida (USA) and Lyn Ventris. The third year running
that the award went to an Australian Woman.

How does England Athletics fund the support
needed for athletes, their coaches, officials and
club volunteers? In particular the essential
activities that go on week-in, week-out, usually far
away from the spotlight or media attention.

Well basically they put up their fees. England Athletics
has operated a membership scheme of affiliated clubs
and registered athletes since its formation in 2006.
This has contributed some funding to the upkeep of
the sport, such as the provision of insurance, welfare
support and other benefits.

During the 2009-13 period Government funding has
been reduced and the economic situation has also
changed. Therefore the sport needs to have greater
self-sufficiency.

Membership Affiliation Price Structure 2013-2017:

Membership 1= gre 3 4
category Year Year Year Year
Club/Body £50 £50 £50 £50
Affiliation

Senior £20 £21 £22 £23
athlete

membership

Off Track £10 £10 £10 £10
membership

Under 17 £15 £16 £17 £18
athlete

Athletic 365 £15 £16 £17 £18
(U11’s)

This will mean that English Athletes will pay more
than Wales who currently pay £15, whilst Scotland
pays £18. However their costs may well be under
review.

Off track runners membership will the £10,

(I wonder what effect that will have on distance
track events).

A new and complex structure of fees will be
applied to event promoters. | wonder if England
Athletics considered the actual numbers of people
who compete in “Track and Field”, and if Clubs
may join other organisations that provide
insurance. They may even set up their own
insurance.
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Welsh Masters Athletic Association competing for the Welsh Masters Cross Country title at
(WMAA) report Rachel Matthews, Builth Wells National Showground as part of the Welsh
Honorary Secretary, Welsh Masters Inter-regional Cross Country championships.
Athletics Association Finally, we are very much looking forward to hosting
the 2013 British and Irish Cross Country
2012 been a very busy and enjoyable year for International.
the WMAA. We are pleased. to. report that our
membership has remained consistently strong. We Our representative, Bernie Jones, has been working

hard with the organising team, and the arrangements
are in hand for the event to take place on 16
November at Eirias Park in Llandudno, with the
banquet at the Welsh Rugby HQ in Colwyn Bay, a
fantastic venue by all accounts. We look forward to
welcoming the competitors there.

have also overcome the challenges to our internal
organisation, with Rachel Matthews taking on the role
of WMAA Secretary and Eirian Arwyn as Women's
Cross Country Team Manager.

During the year we have sadly lost two loyal members,
Bill Kingsbury and Howard Brown, who supported the
association as athletes and officials for many years. " =

On a more positive note, we have had acceptances A Day In the Ilfe Of
from Pat Gallagher and Sean Power, who were
appointed Honorary Vice Presidents to the WMAA.

A highlight of the year has to be the WMAA outdoor

Track and Field championship which, as a result of our ] o
closer relationship with Welsh Athletics, was | he England Athletics Masters Association

incorporated into an unprecedented “Welsh Athletics (EAMA) is the England arm of the BMAF; created
Diamond Jubilee Championships" at Cardiff in 1992 with the remit to promote Masters

: . letics across England. It also took on the job of
International Sports Stadium. All age groups competed Ath . g

t : selecting the England Age Category teams for the

Qvar the bank holiday waekenc, from under 1.3 to annual British & Irish Masters International Cross-

mastars:80 @ consequently therg yole Mapy Country. EAMA now also organise the very popular
spectators to cheer everyone on which undoubtedly Inter-Area Track & Field meeting. Officers, all
contributed to a very enjoyable experience for our volunteers, are elected annually at the EAMA AGM in
masters athletes. March. Small, friendly, hardworking they are, and one
. _ of the Officers is elected Cross-Country Secretary!
Welsh Masters champions were awarded their medals This year that ‘Hot Seat’ is occupied by the popular
by John Peﬂny, President of Welsh Athletics and there smmng young man from the North East — Harry
was very positive feedback from our members on both Matthews.

the professional organisation and their reception.
After a restful few months between December and

Our track and field league meetings have continued to March, Harry sets about checking arrangements for
receive good support and the level of Masters the International Cross Country in Belfast in
competition has been very encouraging, furthermore a November; the Treasurer, David Lesley, had already

warned him that the budget was tight and it was
unlikely that athletes would be given any financial
support. Irene Nicholls, EAMA Chairperson and Arthur
Kimber, EAMA T & F Secretary, had secured support
from England Athletics. E.A. had agreed to give a
grant towards the cost of team vests and to pay half
the travel expenses for area/club representatives

number of non- master athletes have used the
meetings to test themselves on an "open" basis. This
opportunity to compete at our events may well open
the eyes of many "pre-master" athletes as to
opportunities in the future as masters athletes.

Meetings were in a number of locations, namely attending the selection meeting. E.A. alsd sgraed to

Carcpff, Swanseg, BreCOIn 8”‘? Newport as opposed fo host thegselection meeting at tﬁeir headquarters in

hqldlng them all in Cardiff as in previous years. Overall Birmingham in October. Harry had negotiated the

this was very successful as thle_ number of athletes supply of the England vests with Start Fitness in

attending and level of competition was improved. Cramlington, Northumberland. They had kindly offered
, to absorb the cost of printing and embroidery on the

To conclude the track and field season a thorgughly vests and helped with the design.

enjoyable day was had by all who made the trip to Harry had already sat down and spelled out to

Solihull for the Inter-area match, the weather was potential candidates the Selection criteria; listed

unbelievably kind and we look forward to competing contact details of each Area/Club’s Representative

next year, with the hope that we improve on the fourth who would be attending the Selection Meeting and

position we achieved for the last couple of years! posted this on the BMAF web site, circulated the

information to all clubs and printed it in the Summer

Our cross country team has now been selected and edition of this closely read master's magazine. Of

we look forward to heading over to Belfast on 10 course many of the older regulars in the team were

November to compete in the British and Irish XC aware of the drill but it is the young 35-year olds, and

Champs. On December the 8" our members will be yes there are many in the older age groups who are
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now running better than ever and would love to don a
vest for their country, these are the athletes his
information needs to reach.

The Area/Club’s representatives do their best to
promote the opportunity to apply for selection.
Checking results and meeting athletes at events,
sending out information and application forms. In the
meantime, Harry is kept busy with
arrangements...booking hotel rooms, negotiating a
date for the selection meeting and liaising with the
Northern Ireland hosts (NIMAA).

Harry sets off at the crack of dawn in early October
with his wife Kim, the Joint Team Manager, to the
Selection Meeting being held in a room provided by
England Athletics. There will be seated one
Representative from each of the 7 England
areas/clubs with a very long list of enthusiastic
applicants. Problem number one quickly surfaces, how
does one get 6 litres into a 1-litre can? Does he hold
the most envious seat in Masters Athletics, he asks
himself? As the pros and cons of excellent 10km
times, fast finish, BMAF Championship results, a
heavy muddy, hilly or fast course, is so-and-so suited
to that type of terrain, no, he/she is now at the end of
their age group, or just moved into a new age
category, reverberate around the table as more coffee
is consumed and the clock ticks on. The seven
area/club selectors are supported by Irene Nicholls
who offers Administrative back-up and Harry, wearing
his EAMA C.C. Secretary hat, chairs the meeting
aiming to get the task completed by 5.00pm..... a long
day for the selectors is almost finished.... job done.

All selected runners and reserves are contacted still
hopefully injury free and available. Those selected as
team members or reserves are requested to confirm
availability and give Harry their requirements by the
deadline. Hotels checked and confirmed, Saturday
banquet/presentation event tickets ordered, Vest and
sweatshirt orders processed. The teams are
announced, but the ink has hardly dried before his
phone rings incessantly or he receives countless
e-mails. Why was | not selected, | think my time is
superior to Ms/Mr Smith’s - it's so unfair? But | have
run internationally, I've got the experience? | was really
looking forward to it? I'm so disappointed? Within a
few days Harry has dealt with several queries from
some of those not selected or selected as reserves.
He is now wearing two hats, that of EAMA C.C.
Secretary with the task of dealing with those queries
and that of a joint team manager trying to ensure all
the needs of team members are met by the time they
arrive in Belfast.

Maybe he does hold the most envious seat in British
masters athletics after all, he ponders to himself as he
sits with Kim in that palatial room in Belfast surveying
the post-race Banquet as athletes from both sides of
the Border, Scotland, Wales and England who had
earlier tenaciously raced each other to the finish, eat,
toasted and dance together until the early hours. But,

then again, maybe next year there will not be so many
telephone calls!! Anon

Alastair Macfarlane

REPORT FROM SCOTLAND - OCTOBER
2012

The Scottish Veteran Harriers Club Annual General
Meeting was held at Coatbridge Outdoor Sports
Centre on Sunday 21st October. The major item on the
agenda was a proposal from Club Treasurer Mike
Clerihew that the name of the club should be the
Scottish Masters Athletic Association. This followed a
similar proposal from Mike four years ago, when
although a majority was in favour of the change; the
two thirds majority required was not achieved. This
time, after much heated debate, the proposal was
heavily defeated.

When it came to the election of office bearers, Mike
stood down and Stewart McCrae was elected
Treasurer. As he had intimated at the previous year's
AGM, long standing Club Secretary Willie Drysdale
stood down and Campbell Joss, with well over 20
years' experience as secretary of Bellahouston
Harriers, was elected. We also have three new
committee members. All other office bearers were re-
elected.

On 7th October the BMAF Half Marathon
Championship, along with the SYHC Championship,
was held in conjunction with the Neil McCover
Memorial Half Marathon at Kirkintilloch and we are
grateful to Kirkintilloch Olympians for allowing us to be
part of their race. The whole event went well in fine
weather conditions. We look forward to hosting the
BMAF 10K Championship next August at Pollok
Country Park, Glasgow, where the race headquarters
will be at Cartha Rugby Club.

No progress worth mentioning has been made on the
possible Glasgow bid for the European Masters Indoor
Championships, however the Glasgow Marketing
Bureau have already been in touch to arrange
preliminary talks on the British and Irish Masters Cross
Country International due to be hosted by the SVHC in
2016!

CHAIRMAN'’S

REPORT

ith the track and field season over the main
Wemphasis since the last issue of Masters

Athletics has been on road championships,

the half marathon, the 10k. and 10 mile, and



MASTERS ATHLETICS WINTER 2012.

on the British and Irish Masters Cross Country
International in Belfast followed by our Cross Country
relays. Walter Hill and Mel James have contributed
detailed reports on these events.

Irene Nicholls and | recently met Andy Day from
England Athletics and discussed funding for the Indoor
and Outdoor Inter Area matches and the British and
Irish Masters Cross Country International in 2013. We
should have a detailed breakdown by the end of this
year. | can, however, confirm that the Indoor Inter
Area match will take place, as planned, at Lee
Valley on Sunday April 7".

Also looking forward to next year, remember that
entries for the European Indoor Championships in San
Sebastian close on January ",

| wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year and
hope that your winter training goes well.

Secretary’s Report
Astute WMA Official

spotted a deceit
Bridget Cushen

orld Masters Athletics has suspended the
WEgyptian Long Jumper and Athletic Official,

Mohamed Megahed, for 2 years from July
2011-13 and for 2 years from July 2012-14 after he
was found guilty of trying to cheat in Sacramento by
competing in the M45 long jump; he finished 14" He
then collected the Information Pack for an M50
Egyptian who he knew would not be competing and
competed again as an M50 in the triple jump, but was
spotted by an Official and disqualified.

Influential Masters Athletes lead from the front
The WMA M50 100m hurdles silver medallist in Lahti,
Arto Bryggare, is standing for President of the Finnish
Athletics Federation on 24 November. He will have to
clear a major hurdle however as he has a strong
opponent in Vesa Harmaakorpi, the current Chairman
of Lahden Ahkera club in Lahti and a Professor at
Lappeenranta University. Bryggare was third in the
110mH at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics behind
Roger Kingdom and Greg Foster. He won a silver
medal at the first IAAF World Championships in
Helsinki and is now also Vice-Chairman of that City.

After the Olympics he moved into politics and
was elected to Parliament for two terms. Another
Finnish Parliamentarian and Olympian is the M65 pole
vaulter, Antti Kalliomaki, who cleared 3.20m to win the
WMA World Indoor title last April. The double Olympic
Silver medallist and a strong Masters supporter,
Frankie Fredericks, has been re-elected as President
of the Namibian Athletics. He is an IAAF Council
member and a member of the IOC. Our ace sprinter,
Dr Steven Peters, is one of the first people to be
recruited by UKA's new Performance Director to help
shape the team for the next Olympics. The

widespread newspaper coverage that Steven received
all mentioned his Masters athletics exploits. Our sport
is indeed fortunate, if not unique, to be able to count
such inspirational and committed people amongst its
members.

Track and Field

Secretary’s Report. Maurice
Doogan.

~N

fter a good 2011/12 where the Track + Field
Championships broke even, 2012/13 has proved
to be very difficult.

The Olympics caused programming problems with the
five summer Championships having to be crammed
into a seven week period. This impinged on entries
and difficulties in getting officials, which with the
recession we had to retain the previous entry fee
structure, to encourage athletes to enter, rather than
drive them away.

Our move to Derby has been a disaster as costs have
risen. Additional expenses included hiring the Sports
Hall for the Call Rooms and Warm Up in case of
inclement weather, the Derby hotel was expensive and
the dinner was below par, and increased travel
expenses for officials due to higher fuel costs. Luckily
the lunch for the officials at the track was good, to at
least balanced out the ‘poor’ dinner at the hotel and
early season serious problems with catering for
officials.

Unfinished facilities at Copthall Stadium for the Throws
Pentathlon, which meant we over ran the timetable, sO
got ‘chucked out’ early, and downpours at the
Decathlon/10K in Oxford caused us to lose the Photo-
finish and parts of the results, which meant we had
medal presentation difficulties, which have at the time
of writing not yet been fully resolved.

For 2013, Northern Athletics have withdrawn their
Masters Indoor event due to poor entries from northern
athletes, only 59 entered and although well supported
by 54 midland and southern athletes the meeting was
unviable even with the majority of entry fees for the
BMAF Indoor Pentathlon being paid to NA. | did warn
you that unless you supported this fixture it would be
withdrawn. | also found it amazing that a fixture put on
by Northern Athletics, where athletes entered through
the NA website and paid fees through that system.
with clear instructions that the timetable and other info
would be posted on the NA website, that athletes
continued to use the Pentathlon Provisional Timetable.
They then blamed me for them not knowing what times
their events were to be at, and thus some of them
being late. Also the excuse that there was hea\_fy sSNow
that day is pathetic, you did not know it was going to
snow the night before when the closing date came and
went, and you chose not to enter. So other Areas be
aware, you have to support the events that are put on
for you, as once gone it could be for good. Yes, | hear
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what you say about ‘but where are the medals’, which |
deal with in another page in this Edition.

The Indoor Pentathlon has been brought back to Lee
Valley, with the South of England Championships..

Accomplished after years of badgering, South of
England Athletics are interested on putting on a
Masters Indoor Championship, and have offered them
one of our dates at Lee Valley, subject to them
including the M35 age group in the Championships,
and the W35’s as they are also excluded from SEAA
Cross Country Championships, yet allegedly held
under UKA Rules. The winter programme is therefore
still under review, which hopefully will have been
resolved by the time you read this.

As the Worlds are in October, it was not feasible to
have our Decathlon in September or have our Main
Championships to early, so | have a provisional date of
14/15th September for the Main Outdoors at Alexander
Stadium. This venue, for some unfathomable reason
appears not to be to everyone’s liking, but the two
recent forced forays away from Alexander Stadium

have seen a reduction in entries and substantial losses
on those fixtures.

The Outdoor Pentathlon and Decathlon/Heptathlon are
back at Horspath, Oxford with the Decathlon being at
the end of July to ensure those wishing to go to Brazil
for the Worlds do not have two decathlon competitions
within weeks of each other.

It will also allow Decathletes and Heptathletes to
compete in their numerous disciplines during the Main
Outdoor championships, as warm up events.

After two major weather problems in the last three
years, the 10K’s will be evenly split between both of
the above weekends, as the shortage of Track Officials
and tight timetable have shown that it is impossible to
prudently have them all on the same weekend. The
Walks and Women's Run will be held within the
Pentathlon and the Men’s Run will be held within the
Sunday section of the Decathlon.

The Throws Pentathlon will continue at the now
finished and improved Allianz Park [formerly Copthall
Stadium], hopefully in late June or July.

Regarding the future, the continuing Olympic Stadium
saga, appears to have scotched the plans to hold our
Outdoor Championships in the Stadium in 2015, prior
to our sortie to Lyon, but the ‘bidding processes is
getting more complex by the day.

My proposed meeting with the London Legacy
Development Company in January hopefully will
provide details of the final decision and how we
proceed with the plans for International Masters
Championships in the re-constructed Olympic Park
and Stadium, which is now a dire need.

This need is worrying, as although an engineer, | am
also a bit of a conspiracy theorist - on the basis of, if it
quacks, flies and floats, it is a duck - the nose tells me.
if there is a smell could we be heading for the toilet.

The evidence of inadequate facilities for our
International Championships, the posting and
publicising of WMG events on both governing bodies
websites, against the decisions of the WMA General
Assembly in Riccione together with numerous other
machinations, are we heading for a take over by IMGA
- are we indeed being manoeuvred to mickey
mouseland, as in some situations of late, we appear to
already be there.

Watch this space. We may be losing the ‘battles’ but
the ‘war’ is not lost, so keep the faith.

The Problems of Medal Presentation and Delivery.

Although the following will not negate the grievance
that some athletes feel about not receiving the medal
they won at the Throws Pentathlon Championship in
July and the 10Km Track Championship in August, on
the day and since, | would wish to remind them and
advise all other athletes of the actual circumstances for
this, as some of the rhetoric must be due to ignorance
of the facts rather than selective recall which is now
more than an isolated ploy.

Firstly, the initial problems.

The Throws Pentathlon was held at Copthall Stadium,
but due to building works on the site, the external
Javelin area could not be used. This | only became
aware of the change in circumstances at 8.15am on
the day, although having inspected the facility ten days
earlier when the building works did not impact on the
Javelin Area. This meant that the Timetable had to
have major adjustments to it on the day, to suit the
single javelin runway. The morning session was
delayed, which had a knock on effect on the afternoon
session. The medals for the morning age groups were
presented. Although we did manage to complete the
afternoon competitions, mainly due to the athletes
understanding the situation and working to a common
end, for which | am extremely grateful, however as we
had gone over time, the facility was being closed

before we could present the medals for those
competitions.

The 10K’s where held on the second day of the
Decathlon weekend, but due to the numbers of entries
for both, the Americans were also in town, the Sunday
timetabling was a nightmare, where we had to insert
an additional 10K race into an already very busy
Decathlon/Heptathlon programme. This put a great
strain on the track officials and photo-finish team,
which were later compounded by a deluge of rain that
obliterated the officials lap scoring sheets and later
failure of the photo-finish system as the transducer got
waterlogged. The medals for the weekend arrived later
than anticipated, but that was still no excuse for the
toys out of the pram’ attitude of some of the first race
incumbents when told that the medals were not
available for immediate presentation. | would however
wish to thank the athletes in the race where the lap
sheets got destroyed, for their combined efforts with
the photo-finish team to get the results for that race
from the images on the computer, at least they
realised that as there was a problem we had to find






