WVeteran Alhletics

Sent free to members of veteran clubs affiliated to BVAF

Number 49

The Newspaper of the British Veterans Athletic Federation

Winter 1999

"The'" World Championships

This year is the opportunity of a lifetime
for BVAF members to take part in the World
Championships, as we will be on home ter-
ritory. This year’s event will be the 13th since
they were inaugurated in Toronto in 1975, so
thirteen is lucky for British veterans, who
have always had to travel round the world to
compete. At last, we are the host nation!

The World Championships will be the
largest track and tield meeting ever held in
this country and will cover every Olympic
event including the marathon, plus others
such as cross country and the weight pen-

Q‘xm. Although we expect over 8,000 com-
peutors, in total we may even pass the 10,000
mark. As the last three championships have
been held outside Europe [S.Africa, U.S.A.
and Japan], and the 14th one in two years
time will be held in Australia, veterans from
all over Europe will make this year in Gates-
head a must. From further afield, we are al-
ready getting a great response, especially
from the U.S.A, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, where many have family connec-
tions and are taking the opportunity to com-
pete and visit the original home country.

We already have entries from title hold-
ers of previous world championships, as well
as some well known past Olympians. In the
next issue of V/A, which will be published
after the entries closing date, I will be able to
highlight some of the mouth watering clashes
in store which should generate a spate of
world records during the nine days of com-

atition. After our very successtul perform-
Oes in last year’s European Champion-
ships, we should see many of our medal win-

ners on the rostrum again, joined by some of
our best athletes who have not previously

.competed overseas. The Championships,
however, are not just about superlative per-
formances by top athletes, thrilling though
they may be to watch, but also about taking
part in the most magnificent festival of vet-
eran athletics possible.

I quote the words of Baron Coubertin at
the 1908 Olympics: * The most important
thing is not winning but taking part. The es-
sential thing in life is not conquering but
tighting well”, may seem a little tarnished in
today’s athletics scene, but remain apt for
veteran athletics, where the majority are com-
peting purely for personal satistaction and
enjoyment. Veterans, in the main, have
passed the peak of younger years, but still
train hard to perform to the best of their abili-
ties. It is the pushing back of the age barriers
in company of like minded people which cre-
ates that special camaraderie for which vet-
eran athletics is renowned. A world champi-
onship is an extra special event and is an ex-
perience not to be missed at whatever level
of personal performance. It is not simply for
the elite. That is why there are no entry stand-
ards. It is open to all, so do not miss out.

The logistics in setting up the adminis-
tration were daunting, but once (ateshead
had been given the strongest vote of conti-
dence at the (General Assembly in Buttalo four
years ago, the (iateshead Metropolitan Bor-
ough Council have shown total commitment
to making sure that the organisation will be
first class throughout and will make it an
event to be proud of. The Local Organising

BVAF Indoors: M40 400m: Howard Moscro

wins, from Alan Harrison and Mike Coker
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Committee have been meeting every month
to advise and to monitor progress. Recently
there was a meeting of over 20 top ofticials
[Chief or Grade 1] to discuss plans. This was
the first time that any of them had ever known
of such a previous meeting. It is intended to
set up several teams, each under senior ofli-
cials, to cover shifts of moming and after-
noon, with the teams taking turns at the dit-
terent venues. This will involve a total of
around 600 officials, plus another 600 vol-
unteers for a range of other duties.

Besides the competition, there are other
areas of admin. such as accommodation and
transport. WGT Ltd have been retained by
(rateshead M.B.C. to handle accommodation.
A total of 10,000 bed nights have been re-
tained and most of the hotels nearest to the
International Stadium are already booked by
foreign teams. Transport is in the hands of
an independent coach company, Arriva. They
plan to have 35 coaches covering 10 routes
from the accommodation centres to Gates-
head Stadium and then a permanent shuttle
between the three tracks, going both clock-
wise and anti clockwise. There will also be
emergency back up with mini buses.

Plans for catering, entertainment, sight
seeing tours etc. are all well in hand. All we
need 1s a big response trom British athletes.
At the time of writing we already have 500
British entries and, as many leave entries to
the last minute, there are many more to come.

Keith M.Whitaker, BVAF Chairman

World Championships Entries

Enties for the World Championships at
(iateshead close on April 28, when entries
have to be in the hands of the organisers. Prior
to that, entries have to be checked, veritied
and sent to the organisers by the BVAF En-
tries Co-ordinator. If you have not yet ob-
tained an entry booklet they are available from
World Veterans Athletics Championships,
P.O. Box 18, Gateshead NE8 1EA.

Entries must be sent to BVAF Entries Co-
Ordinator, 71, Hillside Crescent, South Har-
row, Middlesex HA2 0QU to arrive by April
18. Of the entries received so tar only about
one third have enclosed proof of date of birth.
This is mandatory for all entrants for World
or European Championships. If proot of date
of birth is not shown with entries, it will cause
problems and delays when collecting num-
bers at the championships, as proof will have
to shown then and competitors may not have
it with them. British entrants must include
their veteran club and membership number.

Some members are sending incorrect fees,
omitting the WAVA registration tee of £10.
Entries cannot be accepted without the cor-
rect fee. If you want acknowledgement and/
or return of copy of birth certiticate please
enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
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Gateshead Possibilities by Jack Fitzgerald

As the entries for the 11th WAVA Champi-
onships do not close until April, it is impossible
to estimate which top personalities will take part.
At this stage, therefore, one can only guess the
likely medallists, or even finalists. Comparisons
are always odious so, although the most recent
prestigious events, the European Champs in Italy
last September and the U.S. Masters at Orono
last August, offer some guidelines on European
and American form, it must be remembered that
many significant competitors were not able to
get to either meeting. Also, because of ditferent
seasons, antipodean form is unknown. As we
know from past performances, the Aussies and
the New Zealanders usually make an impact on
the World Championships, even though they are
out of season.

Some indication of 1998 American form can
be assessed by recent annual awards. The U.S.
Masters Long Distance Running awards went
to 41 year old Ruth Wysoki for performances
ranging from one mile in 4:42 to 10 miles in
57:21, and to Bill Rodgers [50] whose best per-
formance was 8k in 26:23. The male T & F award
went to 68 year old Jim Stookey whose etforts
included a 13.19 100m, a 27.5 200m, 47.96
300m hurdles, 1.40m HJ, 4.89 LJ and 10.24 TJ.
Equally versatile was the temale winner Leonore
McDaniels [71], with world records tor 300m
hurdles [76.50], HJ [1.21m] and PV [2.10m],
plus a 3.47m LJ and 7.17m TJ. The oustanding
single petormances for 1998 were adjudged to
be Larry Stuart’s [60] javelin of 65.18m and
Lesley Lehane’s [35] world record 2000m stee-
plechase [6:30.83]. It would be nice it all these
outstanding athletes could be persuaded to ap-
pear at Gateshead, plus the 1984 inaugural Wom-
en’s Marathon Champion Joan Benoit-
Samuelson, who returned to competition in 1998
at 41 as first vet in the New York Marathon.

Our sprint successes in Italy will instill con-
fidence in our fast men, but customary U.S.form
cannot be disregarded. Kwadwo Ansah and Steve
Peters will, no doubt, take note of Martin
Krulee's 11.04 and Bill Collins' 11.15 for the
short sprint, and Kevin Morning's 22.32 and
Collins' 23.03 [the M45 record holder at 21.86]
at 200m. Stan Whitley’s 11.38 at the age of 52
is impressive. Both Stookey and our own Charlie
Williams will be 69, so will have to look over
their shoulders for a top class intruder from the
present M60 ranks, while Allan Meddings’s
chief M70 rival from Orono is Bill Melville, who
was quite a bit slower in both disciplines. In the
women’s sprints, Angela Mullinger’s 13.01 in
Italy was bettered by Cindy Steenbergens’ 12.88
at Orono. Pat Peterson’s 16.24 100m is almost
as impressive as the evergreen Paula
Schneiderhan’s new W75 16.20 world record.
The latter also ran a sizzling 35.23 200m in Italy.

Our top one lappers Alan Harrison and David
Elderfield should note that Ray Blackwell man-
aged 49.15 for 400m at the Masters while Steve
Peters and Joe Caines may be alarmed to know
that M40 world record holder Rolf Gisler [Swit-
zerland] takes his talent into M45 for Gateshead.
John Henson’s 54.53 puts him tirmly in the M55
frame, particularly as he disposed of European
record holder Guido Muller. Andrew Blackman’s
M65 61.09 in Italy even superceded the great
Earl Fee’s 61.50 at Orono. On the distaff side,
Brunhilde Hoffman is still the outstanding W55
400m runner and will remain in W55 for Gates-
head, miising W60 by a few days. W60 record
holder Norwegian Ase Nyland at 64.71 definitely

moves up to W65 and the British W55 record
holder Jean Hulls [66.36] moves to W60.

As usual, the 800m will be interesting. M40
world record holder Pete Browne moves into
MS50 to challenge fellow Brit Les Duffy, who
won well in Italy, and present M50 record holder
Ron Mercelino of Holland. New M55 European
record holder Reg Phipps won his speciality
event in Italy. Earl Fee, current M65 record
holder with 2:14 .4, also ran faster at Orono
[2:22.50] than Britain’s Mike Fox did in Italy
[2:24.32]. If all three outstanding M75 runners
are present the race should be worth watchlqg.
Archie Messenger ran 2:52.65 at Orono, while
in Italy Toiva Vikman [Finland] and N.Ireland’s
Jimmy Todd ran 2:53.13 and 2:54.73 respec-
tively. The oustanding British women middle
distance runners will undoubtedly be W50 Pat
Gallagher, who always rises to the big occasion,
and the recent W55 world record breaker Carolyn
Oxton, not forgetting our other record holders,
steeplechaser Tina Colebrook and Toni
Borthwick [800m].

The outstanding 5000 and 10000m runners
in Italy were Germany’s Skinkitz and Po.rtuga'l s
Gonzalez. Their 10000m race was an €pic, with
the German winning by a stride in 29:49.58. The
most notable women are Nicole Leveque
[France], who holds both W40 and W45 5000m
records with 15:51.7 and 15:55.71, and W.Poh‘l,
who holds W55 and W60 records. Steve James’s
main M60 opposition will probably be‘ Portu-
gal’s Aldegaga, who was runner up to Steve at
5000m and who won the 10000m. Les Presland
is a borederline case. I think he just misses out
on M60 and will be one of the oldest M55’s, but
that will not worry Les. Alison Fletcher, W35
winner of the 10000m is expected to compete.
Distance runners who were at neither lmce;nqg,
but who usually perform well at top level in-
clude Nigel Gat}::s}j Ron Robertson [NZ], M‘70
Derek Turnbull [NZ], M75’s Warren Utes [USA]
and John Gilmour [Australia], Jean Van ()ns«ilen
[Belgium], K Stahl [Sweden]. G Miclke [Ger-
many], L.Aquarone [Italy], and our own Elaine
Statham and Eleanor Robinson.

In the short hurdles, the best over 1thc two
recent championships were Austria’s M40
Herbert Kreiner [14.67] and M50 Helmut Huebl
[15.20], Britain’s Barry Ferguson wnth a mag-
nificent 15.19 at M55, M60 Charlie Miller
[USA] 15.36 and M75 Ed Lukens [USA] 15.50.
According to Keith Whitaker, Da\_nd Hemery has
also expressed interest in competing, so we may
see him in his first love, the short hurdles.

On recent form, Howard Moscrqp’s 53.77
in Italy is superior to the Orono winner Ray
Blackwell, who only managed 55.49. Bob
Stevenson took the European M45 title in 59.02.
Bill Cheadle won the US title in 60.60, s0 both
winning times were well short of Muller’s record
of 55.18, set up as long ago as 1986. Muller won
the M55 title in Italy but will be in M6() at Gates-
head. His main rival there will be fellow Ger-
man Walter Holder, whose 300m hurdles win in
Italy took 46.65, faster than Miller’s 47.10 at
Orono. M65 Peter Field was another Briton to
win a 300m hurdles [51.43] title in Italy, and he
is one of the dwindling number of current com-
petitors who ran in the first World’s at Toronto
in 1975. Probably the best hurdler, male or fe-
male, in Italy was the great Corrie Roovers [Hol-
land]. She won the W60 300m in 57.54 and still
holds the W55 and W60 world records and would
be a very popular figure at Gateshead.

In the high jump, current world M40 record
holder Jim Barrineau [2.11m] would start as fa-
vourite, judging by his 1.95m in the Masters.
We saw world records in Italy, however. H
[Czech] set M50 figures of 1.83m, Nevrup [
den] cleared 1.48 to claim the M70 record offi-
cially, although he has a 1.50m awaiting ratifi-
cation, and C.Smalbruch [Germany] set a new
W60 mark with 1.38m. Britain’s Bob Brown had
already set an M65 pole vault record back in
1997, so it was no surprise that he won his Ey-
ropean gold with 3.40m. The M40 winners at
both meetings, Barela [USA] and Sigurdsson
[Iceland], cleared 4.60m.

The only long jump record [3.52m] in the
Europeans was achieved by the W75 Paula
Schneiderhahn, but Britain’s popular Carole
Filer had a satistying win. Further up the age
scale, regular international jumpers Klimmer
[Germany], Joaniquet [Spain], Jarvinen [Fin-
land] and Sobrero [Italy] won well at MgQ. 65
70 and 75 respectively. The only US Master t(;
compare with their distances was M75 Ed
Lukens. Backlund [Finland] holds the M55
record of 13.85m, set in 1995, so his 12.95m
was just another day at the office, but our
Sean Power must have been delighted witl‘
silver. Edith Graff [Belgium] is another hard
annual in international events and in the WS%]
class she just beat her great rival Erika
Springmann by 9.51 to 9.50m. Inevitab]
Smalbruch shaded them both with a W60 9 5.)7_,’

Ivacic [Yugoslavia], 16.20m, Kivi [Finlaild]-
14.05m, and Eriksson [Finland], 12.91m ali
broke world records at M60, 70 and 75 shot, ut
B;itgin‘s Evaun Williams had a narrow but Zat;
istying win over reigning world rec
Kofink of Germany. In imerica rtel:: ftileshtOl(‘i:r
formers in this discipline were M45 Shum:kr-
[14.59m], M65 Palmer [13.71m] M70 Ga o
[14,21}n]' and W40 Carol Finsrud [13.48m]ynor

Bntaln’g Peter Gordon and Neil Griftin v.vcre
Eur.opean discus champions at M45 and M50
while Germany’s regular internationals Licdtk’
and Spcckens won their M55 and M6 grou)-e
Marianne Hamm broke the W70 record wgtTi
25.97m. Although not present at the Europeam]
Rosemary Chrimes had earlier snatched her W6‘5‘
world record with 34.34m. However, som|
the Masters had done even better, with i\/IS()
Fahey throwing 55.39m, M60 Joe Keshmi?~
58.43m, M70 Arnie Gaynor 4531m and C i
Finsrud 41.80m. e

In the hammer, M60 Lot
60.22m, and W50 Faldager [Denmark], 51.36m
bo'tl} broke world records in Ital); E.;/au )
Williams had an easier win at W60 'althou g
W65 champion Schaetter [Germany], exceedid
her 40.13m with a 40.25m. Superior marks at
;j[r;(;u% chr\Z set by M55 Tom Gage [57.22m‘]

om McDermot [29.9 ilyn
o 16 BT [ 9m, and W35 Marilyn

Thc‘ only ofticial world javelin record to be
erkCl) n Italy was credited to W65 Kaliediene
[Lithuania] with 34.49m_ Arguably. a better per-
formance was that by Austria’s Schonair
40.52m, close to her 41.28m world record‘
Noreborn [Sweden] was credited with an M70
world best of 48.91m, but his 49.20m from 1997
had already been recognised. Kowalczyk [Ger-
many] threw a BEuropean best with 57.56m. It
was unfortunate that Britain’s Jo Ogden was
unable to go to the Europeans, as her best
throw of 28.19m would easily have won g’
However, the most interesting competitors,
should they appear at Gateshead., could be Larr);

[continued on page 9,]
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All Set For Gateshead by Ron Bell

The closing date for entries to the World
Qrans Championships draws closer and

mbers should have either already entered,
or have their entries ready to post to our en-
tries co-ordinator Barbara Dunsford. To those
who are undecided, I would urge them to en-
ter, as, for many, it may well be the only
chance they will have to take part in such an
event. Never again will it be so near and so
cheap to enter. Yes, I use the words “cheap to
enter”. It certainly is, compared to the next
championships, to be held in Brisbane.

I tully accept that the North East of Eng-
land may not be the first choice holiday desti-
nation for many, but be assured that Gates-
head Metropolitan Borough Council is doing
everything possible to make the champion-
ships memorable. To our members who have
never experienced a veterans world champi-
onship I would say that there is no need to
worry about the words World Championships.

athletes will be disgraced by their perform-

&s. There are no qualitying standards, so
all athletes are good enough, whatever their
ability.

The World Veterans Championships is the
world’s largest track and field event. There
will be new experiences and friendships, ca-
maraderie with athletes from overseas and,
of course, competition against athletes from
all over the world. We anticipate that over 100
countries will be represented and, again, the
championships have shown that sport has no
political barriers, with enquiries received from
war torn Lebanon.

Events will start on July 29th at all three
athletic stadia and also the cross country at
Chester-Le-Street. All venues will be dressed
and equipped to a very high standard, with a
tented village proposed for Gateshead Sta-
dium. All three stadia will have supporting

BVAF Indoors [see p.4] Below, Beryl Randle,
W70 World record in 3000m Walk. Below,
ht: Paul dwards, British M40 shot record

P
Jeremy Hrmming

facilities such as retailing, food outlets and
medical provision. Interpreters speaking
French, German and Spanish will be on hand
to help foreign guests. I am not aware of any
one translating from Geordie into English!

For those who fancy a non stadia event
the cross country ofters a challenge over
10km, with the picturesque Maiden Castle
and River Wear as a backdrop. Road walkers
will be facilitated at Team Valley with an al-
most flat 2.5km loop course. Marathoners will
have a course that offers tourist attractions,
tlat course, local heritage and a steep hill at
25 miles. The marathon consists of a tast start
from Gateshead Stadium, using part of the
tamous Great North Run course betore drop-
ping down to the riverside. The descent is
down the same hill that'will be met at the 25
miles mark. From there the course crosses the
River Tyne on the “swing bridge” and into
Newecastle. Runners will complete a two lap
circuit following the Scotswood Road made
famous in the Blaydon Races song, the na-
tional anthem of the North East. You will find
yourself singing it before you leave the cham-
pionships.

I know from past experence that some of
our athletes enjoy a good “knees up”. The In-
ternational Party on August 4th will provide
the pertect opportunity. You will have the op-
portunity to join in the many national dances
demonstrated by visiting National teams.
Fancy a samba with the Brazilians?

I stated earlier that the North East would
not be every one’s first choice holiday desti-
nation. That may be so, but you will be
amazed at some of the magniticent scenery
and areas of outstanding natural beauty wait-
ing to be discovered. Market towns, castles,
beaches, national parks, heritage centres, ro-
man history and riverside walks are all on the
doorstep. Finally, for those who have never
experienced Geordie hospitality, there will be
the ever popular “host a vet”, where visiting
athletes trom around the world are welcomed
into the homes and lives of the local people.
Do not be a mug and miss out! A lot of peo-
ple have worked hard to make these champi-
onships memorable and enjoyable for every
one. It 1s waiting for you! Ron Bell

BRUGGE

6th European Road
EVAA Championships
Brugge, Belgium
26th & 27th June 1999

ICould this event
| be the last one”?

lis Jacques really
going to retire?

IThese questions
(will

be answered

lon the 27th June

\Will YOU be there
lto WITNESS IT?

T ACE ON BOTH
Saturday 26th June
10km Road Race
20km (F) & 30km (M) Walk
Sunday 27th June
"1/2"' Marathon
Organised by VAL & ABAV

TOUR PACKAGES
Depart Friday 25th June
3 & 4 night coach packages
National Coach Pick-ups
Hotel ONLY options
3 & 4* Central Brugge Hotels
Veteran Tour leaders
Barry, Peter & Kath Duhig

Prices from £70

All our tours are financially secured
Coach Tours under a Client Trust Account
Air Tours - We act as "Retail.

Agents for ATOL holders
We conform to Government & CAA Legislation

Please request both brochures
Running Tours
P.O. Box 269, Brentwood,
Essex, CM15 8NR, England
Tel: 01277 26 44 44
Fax: 01277 26 19 34







